
Whilst I had intended this to be the newsletter round-up of 2017, time 

and tide got away from me. So here I am wishing all of you a Happy 

New Year. May your Christmas break bring you closer to your families, 

and most likely also your stomachs full of pud’. 

Our logo is new—we have the black swan of Western Australia which 

has a slight “R” play in its outline, carrying the “III” symbol on its back. 

We adopted this logo for the Convention and who knows, it might be 

here to stay for awhile.  This logo is currently residing as the main pic-

ture on our Facebook page,. As they say, “it becomes official when it 

becomes Facebook official”. 

2017 turned out to be an eventful year for the WA branch, and of course the 

world. Who could possibly miss Prince Harry’s engagement to Meghan Markle—it 

seems that royal mania has gripped the world all over. 

We have a changing of the guard as Terry gives his President’s  Report and we 

welcome Louise Carson as our incoming President for 2018. Our new office bear-

ers are on page 4. Thank you for looking after us this year, Terry and hello to 

Louise!  We have also seen some quality research from members of the WA 

branch—providing insightful medieval trivia and knowledge to the rest of us for the 

various topics of choice. 

Capitalising on royalty-fever, Australia’s pay-tv Foxtel channel added a pop-up 

(short time) Monarchy month of viewing. We had Elizabeth (1998), Elizabeth: The 

Golden Age (2007), The Queen (2006), Diana (2013), The King’s Speech (2010), 

The Madness of King George (1994), Young Victoria (2009) and the Duchess 

(2008).  There are plenty more mini-series and shows to be had. 

The WA Branch closed off another year with our AGM in October 

and a pre-Christmas mini celebration in November. The Australa-

sian R3 Convention was held in Perth this year at the Internation-

al on the  Water Hotel over 13-15 October 2017.  It did not seem 

long ago that we were scouting out possible venues and  sending 

out expressions of interest emails.  

Stay safe and have a wonderful new year, 2018! 

Jo-Ann Koh 

Editor 
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Amphitheatre at Scarborough Beach 

Thank you to all of our international and interstate guests for your attendance and 
participation at the 2017 Australasian Convention held this year in Perth, Western 

Australia.  Old acquaintances were renewed and new friendships were forged, and 
we can honestly say that us Ricardians know how to have a good time! 

The Convention weekend kicked off with registrations on the Friday night, where 
we had a meet and greet at the hotel bar of the International on the Water Hotel in 

Redcliffe, Western Australia.  There was a wedding at the same venue so a few 
slightly already-happy guests hilariously tried to gatecrash our  little gathering.    

Terry Johnson, 2017 President of the WA Branch gave his opening speech and welcomed everyone who came from the  

Eastern states and New Zealand for the Convention.  The hotel bar gave us the room and the ambience for a cosy  
gathering as we met up again like old friends.  There was some excitement at 3am the next morning, when a hotel (wedding) 
guest tried to do something with their socks with a hairdryer which set off the smoke alarm for the entire complex.  Seeing 

there was no immediate fire-danger, we went back to sleep.  

Mark Porter gave the first presentation at the Convention with his run-down of his DVD of “Searching for Richard III—One 
Man’s Journey”, with interviews and bonus features not found anywhere online.  Since his discovery in 2012, the topic of his 

bones, his life and his death has been covered extensively by the media. In his DVD, Mark presented a different point of view 
by covering the following: 

 Interpreting and filming the Battle of Bosworth Field  at the actual battle sight. How did this compare to media  

portrayals? 

 Using unique circumstantial evidence to determine the likelihood of King Richard III’s complicity (or lack thereof) in the 

disappearance of the Princes in the tower. 

 Discussion of King Richard III’s ownership of a John Wycliffe (first full English translated) Bible in context of the political 

and religious turbulence of the times, and appreciating the progressiveness of the King. And why has the significance of 

this been overlooked? 

The DVD presented some thought provoking questions including how our views of King Richard III may be changed with some 
of this unique information, and what implications this may have had for his kingship had he lived longer? A copy of the DVD 
can still be purchased on Mark’s website http://www.markoportero.com/ 

W.A. Convention round up 

http://www.markoportero.com/
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Next in order of appearance and special thank you to our presenters for bringing us the following Convention topics: 

 Jenny Gee for presenting “Thomas St Leger and his family”; 

 Dorothea Preis for presenting “William and Alice de la Pole’s God’s house at Ewelme”; 

 Anne Maslin for presenting “Chancellor Russel’s draft speech, 1483” 

 Louise Carson for presenting “Popes during Richard III’s lifetime” 

 Carole Carson for presenting “The Loving Brother?” on Edward IV and Richard III 

 Denise Rawlins & Helen Portus for presenting “A new Kingdom: Richard III in the Digital Age” and introducing most of us 

to the world of Twitter 

 Julia Redlich for presenting “The Dukes of Gloucester”; 

 Terry Johnson for presenting “Medieval Fighting and Battlefield Medical 

Assistance”; 

 Chris Colyer for presenting “A Primer in Medieval Heraldry”; and 

 Michael Iliffe for bringing us his radio play of “The Battle of Towton”. 

While it seemed like we filled out days talking shop, we certainly filled our 

nights with merriment. Saturday night brought us our Banquet held at one of 
the function rooms of the hotel. The staff later told us that they had never had 
such fun in their lives with the costumes and were disappointed that we did not 

continue the weekend  in our regalia. 

Professional jester Jonathan de Hadleigh once again delighted us with his 
antics throughout the night of the Banquet. His appearance was a real treat for 
us and drew many laughs during the night. 

Convention round up (cont …) 
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A big thank you to my fellow Convention committee organisers—Louise Carson, Carole Carson, Jenny Gee and Terry 
Johnson. I took a hiatus from the organisation while I worked on my little Ricardian (baby), and I can definitely say the  
successes of the 2017 Convention was very much the result of many hours of your hard work in the background.  We  

certainly wouldn’t have got here without you. Thank you! 

This Convention allowed me to make new friends and put many friendly faces to the names who regularly crop up on my 
email mailing list. Just like King Richard III, the conversion from 2D to 3D through our presenters ’ eyes certainly brought a 
new richness into our already “Rich(ard)” R3 world.  

Jo-Ann Koh 

Convention round up (cont …) 

The changing of  the guards 

Our office bearers for 2018 

This year has been a mixed bag.  Missing has been our participation in the Perth Medieval Fayre (now defunct) and the York 
Fayre.  Our own annual Medieval Banquet had to be called off at the last minute due mainly to a widespread bout of the flu.  
However, that makes us even more eager for next year’s feast. 
 
This year we hosted the Australasian Convention and looked forward to meeting and greeting visitors from New Zealand and 
the Eastern States.  Carole, Louise, Jenny and Jo-Ann put in a lot of effort to make this a success, and it was. Thanks to you all.  
The messages we have received from our visitors praising the Convention is the best endorsement we could have asked for. 
 
Our change of venue hasn’t really made any significant difference to our meetings, in fact the quieter environment is probably a 
plus.  The only issue is having to lay out and restack the tables and chairs. 
 
Alison has carried out the duties of Secretary with diligence and worked hard to keep us all informed.  Thank you must also go 
to our Librarian par excellence Louse for her illuminating inserts in Facebook. 
 
In September, we had our annual book review.  There was an interesting range of books critiqued, from Pat’s ‘Medieval Village’ 
book for children to Alison’s detailed rule book of the Percy family’s Yorkshire Castles.   
 
On a personal note; twelve months ago I was lying on a hospital bed in Darwin having collapsed on a bus.  This year Yvonne 
has been unable to attend all meetings due to illness and I know others of you have experienced sickness throughout this past 
year.  It is an unfortunate fact that as we get older we tend to have more of these unwelcome events. I wish you all a health and 
wellbeing in the coming year and look forward to meeting with you long into the future. 
 
Our big task is now behind us and I am confident that in twelve months from now, we will look back and say; “Like last year, that 
was a good year!”   
 
Thanks to you all for making my fourth Saturdays the best Saturdays. 
 
Terry Johnson 
Saturday, 28 October 2017 

President’s Report by Terry Johnson 

Richard III (WA) Annual General Meeting 

President: Louise Carson 

Vice President: Terry Johnson 

Secretary: Alison Carman 

Treasurer: Jenny Gee 

Any queries or compliments can be sent to them at Richard3inWA@gmail.com 

mailto:Richard3inWA@gmail.com


If anyone has some change to spare, a rare Half Angel 
has been found with ye old trusty metal detector at the 
Bosworth Field battleground.  This rare coin was auc-
tioned off by Dix Noonan Webb auction house on 13 De-
cember for more than £40,000 (with an initial pre-sale 
estimated value of  £10,000-15,000). 

 

Image courtesy: http://www.thetimes.co.uk 

 

Announcements and News 

Email: 
Richard3inWA@gmail.com 

 

Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/Richard3inWA/  
President: Louise Carson 
 
Vice President:  Terry Johnson 
 
Secretary: Alison Carman 
 
Treasurer: Jenny Gee 
 
Newsletter Editor: Jo-Ann Koh 
 
Postal address: 
34 Arthur Street 
KEWDALE   WA   6105 

Our meeting  venue has changed to the following 
location https://goo.gl/maps/gLFEVzsS6K72 
Please update your calendar locations to: 

Centenary Park Community Centre 

105 Daly Street 

BELMONT WA 

Our meeting times remain the 

same: 2:15 pm — 4:00pm 

 
Our meetings are usually held of the 
4th Saturday of each month: 
 

 27th January 2018 

 24th February 2018 

 24th March 2018 
 
Our meeting invites are also found on our Facebook 
page here (this will take you straight to our Events page) 

Officeholders: 
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Speaking of coinage—meanwhile, please spare a thought for 
King Harold Godwinsson as we commemorated the 950th 
anniversary of the Battle of Hastings in 2016.  Old Hal ended 
up with an arrow down his optics, and also immortalized this 
way in the Bayeux Tapestry. And the 50p coin.  If not for the 
Norman Conquest, we can all agree that England and the 
United Kingdom’s fortunes would be very different. 

 

Image courtesy://www,.bnt.org.uk 

Shipwreck and tales of munity were regaled to us at school 
at the not-so-nearby Abrolhos Islands off the Western  
Australian coast pre-First Fleet.  The Batavia, a ship of the 
Dutch East India Company was wrecked in Beacon Island 
in 1629 about 60km off the Geraldton coast.   

Thanks to modern scientific techniques, 3D  
reconstructions, isotopic analysis and medical analysis are 
being carried out. 

The ship had carried with it a considerable about of  
treasure intended for the procurement of spices and  
commodities in Java, Indonesia.  These coins are now on 
display at the Fremantle Western Australia Shipwrecks 
Museum and the Museum of Geraldton.  Coin are still be-
ing found. 

Read more about it here. 

Also a major milestone in 2016 for Western Australia is the  
first European to leave behind a record of his visit, called 
the Hartog Plate on Dirk Hartog Island off the coast of 
Shark Bay in 1616.  He is the second recorded European 
expedition to land on the Australian continent. The pewter 
plate read: 

1616 On 25 October arrived the ship Eendracht, of Amsterdam: 
Supercargo Gilles Miebais of Liege, skipper Dirch Hatichs of 
Amsterdam. on 27 d[itt]o. she set sail again for Bantam. Deputy 
supercargo Jan Stins, upper steersman Pieter Doores of Bil. In 
the year 1616.  

Our meeting place & times 

https://goo.gl/maps/gLFEVzsS6K72
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Richard3inWA/events/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Richard3inWA/events/?ref=page_internal
http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-news/batavias-mysteries-unfold-with-mass-grave-found-on-abrolhos-islands-20171123-gzr9t6.html

